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The Commnittec on Fducation and Special Training.

Institutions where Units of the Student Army
Training Corps are located.

War Aims Course.

1. PURPOSE: The Committee on Education and

Special Training of the War Department has decided to include
as an integral part of the work of all members of the Stndent

Army Training Corps a course cn the remote and ;mmediate'causes
of the war and on the underlying confl%ct of_po%nts of view as
expressed in the goverments, philosophies and literatures of the
various states on beth cides of the struggle. The purnose of

this course is to enhance ihe morale of the members of the Corps

%y giving them an understanding cf what the war is about and of

the supreme importance to civilization of the cause for which

.we are fighting.

2. MODIFICATION OF EXISTING COURSES: In a great
many colleges and’universitics such couraes have-%}rea§y teen
established and these ceurses can be continued with oﬁ¢y sgch
changes in conient and G‘L‘Qfai’lf-'-’v?-tli)? as are nice?.s:aiy‘ A ngxa
them conform to the requiterents ol Fhe Warﬁpgpa;tmeng_-u1 o)
the necessity fur uasf orm trodsning ol our o;;z?sr ggtcllanf .In
cases where menbters of the S?udc;u'Ar;y .1ba%njmg’uorp§ 2;2 in
college hLave already had work waicn, Ln‘uhe 3u¢gmc?t of {Eé .
institution, is equiva.lent to.thc Wgr Elm% Course here outlined,
they may be exxgggag from taking this course. -

3. TIME: The War Aims Course should occupy a
minimum of three hours per week during the first nine uonths.
It should be divided into unitsaof thrge mont, hs gach,‘ei?hﬂp .
self ~contained and ccmolete so far as it goes, since b?mulw; éad
men may leave colieze al the end of three @caths a“d‘9L¥?rf<?c
the end of six,» Suggectisus ior the maﬁ?r:si fov eauf :.‘bneqe
three unita of the course are contained in paragraph 5 he.ow.

4. 'URGANIZLTION: The Committee rezommenis that
o B Ty gmmediaad
the War Lims Course be planned ty uen revresenting the woints

of view of History, Enclish Literature and Compositicn, Fhilosorhy
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FCQnomlcs, anq Political Jeciernca, tegether with any other Devartrents
;thh the head of tne irstituiion zay vish to associate with theme

he course ray be organizea ir eny Department or by any group of men

akle to give it. It is

whom the head of ths insiituiica cou iders suit
s, tf‘d

nrL e
got necessary that sny rariistlar detariments be forrally represén
in the group of men giving tae :surse, rut only that these various
points of view &nters iito “%- This is & war of ideas,
dgsires that the course snouid, in’ so far as the limited time allows,
give to thé merters of the Coirps son€ understanding of the view cf
l%fc and of society which they are called ugon to defend and of that
view against which we are fighting. The policy of the Cormittee is to
give each institution entire freedom in working out the pro+lem,; re=
cerving only the right to approve or disapprove of the solution:

5. COMBINATION WITH ENGLISH COMPOSITION: The War Aims
ined with the course in English Composition in insti=
The Committee recormends

In case such com--

rious points of view

Courée-ﬁay te comb
tufions where that is considered feasible-
this, tut does not wish to make it a requirement .
binaticn is made, Care ahculd “e taken that the va
rentioned in the foregoing paragrath are represented in the work, pre-
- ferably ty calling on men irom various other departments to assist in
planning and in giving the course. It is obvious that written work
connected with the subject-ratter here outlined would serve the double
purpose of giving the men training in English Composition and of making
them think out more carefully the protlems of the War Aims Course.

6. CONTENT: In o
teen outlined,the course should cover;
to the outtreak of the war in August 191%

into it in 1917, and what, acsoriing to Pr
are the nccessiry couftiticas ior @ satisfactory neac
ty the development of pclitical and economic

rder to achieve the end which has just
first, the evenis leading up

, the occasion of ocar eri.ance
esident Wilson's Siete Fape:c,
g; second, the

remoter causes a8 shown
rivalry Setween Furocean States during the 19th century; and third,
view as expressed in the goverments, ohil=-

of points of

+ures of the various statss on roth sides of tne

the conflict
nohies and litera

siruzgls.
t divisicn of the cource
the fact that the

sarvice at vai'v-

et o, For the thrse-voin
ve and made necessary Yy
the colleges into active

that the first thice rmoaths ve |
ard economic caugés of the wer; the
nts of view of ibhe various
al insztituziurs; and
izw as ex-
ideration

guggested in paragrach 3 ato
students may b€ called from
ing times, the Committes SufE28YS
devoted minly to the Listorical
second three months to the study of the col
nations engaged, as exoressed In their rovernrsnt
ths third three months to the study of their coints of v

By scme cons

ed in their philOSOphies arnd literatures.
the vhiloscphy of goverment under=

Lress

in the second unit ¢f the course of

lying ths ipstitutions of cach couantry, the second term's worlk KLY Le
» the third term. Each ecucational

effectivoly {ied up with +the work o

and the Conrzittee
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institution is left to dacide whether the historical, literary,
econonic, and philoscphizal aspects of the course shall be cenducted
by differe»nt men in rolatioa, or whether the sace insiractors shall
teach all parts of it. In any case the best rmen availzbie in these
various fields in ecch inctitution shouuld be consulied in planning it

7. GTPORTUNTTY FOR QUESTIONS: Tne course should offer
abundant opportunity for questions and discussicns This opper Luaity
zay be obtained either -y ¢onducting it in srali sectioms of from
25 to 50 men each, or in large lectures with smaller sections or in-
dividual donferences for fuller discussion. The latier plan would
rzke it vossitle for all the soldiers to have the advantage ¢f rexr-
ing the strongest lectures. :

8., MATERIALS: From its experience in conducting a
vriefer course of this type in about 150 Training Detachments of the
Naticnal Army during the last few monghs, the Comcittee has collected
a large supply of materials which will e placed at the disposal of
prof éssors and instructors who are civing the course in units of the
Student Army Training Corps. These materials consist of the putlica-
tions of the Conmitiee on Puklie Informaticn, of various syllabi and
outlines from other sources on the study of the Great Var, of lists cf
“poks which have been found esoescially useful in this work, and of &
collection of some thousands of questions turned in bty scldiers in opr
varicus Detachments, representing the doubtts and difficulties as they
present themselves to theit sindss A selection from these will %e -
issueg in printed form together with rsfcrences to the inforzation
whrish w511l answer them- T'hile it would b»s futile for any instructor
to aitsrot to answer all of them in his lecture, it ie helieved that
the stud§ of them will give him an idea of the difficulties in the
rinds of the members of his cliass. The list of tooks referred to a™cvs:
will “e sent to the va -ious institutions as soon as oossitle, in oricr
that li-rary copies of them nay be provided.

9. ATTITUDE: The aim of the course snould te to present
facts rather than proweganda; the methed should he that of the tewcher
rather than of the oratsr. The men who are giving the course should
ve not merely good lecturers, not mefsly men who have rade a special
study of the issues of the war, ru: also men who are retlenil and success-
ful in cetting their classes to ask questilns. The success of the work
will devend mainly not on eloquence of presentation, or on *the complate-
ness of the vedy of facts, but rather upen raking these facts answer
convincingly the quegtions in the minds of the soldiers. evsr though
these guesticns ray sesm in SO CASES trivial or irrelesvani. ‘he idesl
of the work shculd te to make the issucs of ths war a liviag reality
%0 each man.



. 10. NOMINATION OF INSTRUCTORS: Irmediately upon
receipt of this letter ipstitutions are asked to report to Frank
Aydelotte, Director of the War Aims Course, Room 146 01d Land
Office BuMlding, Washington, D. C., the nare of the professor who
will have charge of the War Aims Course, or who will act as chair-
ran of the group of men designated to conduct it, and tc whonm
further suggestions may ke sent. Because of the very great impor-
tance of this work,the Gommittee urges the utmost care in the selec-
tion of the men who are to conduct it. The course can hardly te
successful unless the lecturers are men who corhine a broad tack-
ground of knowledge of the subject with the personality which will
reke them sucdessful teachers.

By order of the Committee.

GRENVILLE CLARK,
iajor A. G. 0., Secretary-



